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Councillor  J.  WOODFORD  WHITE. 

Chairman  of  the  Works  Committee  : 
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Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

K.  N.  MAWSON,  M.B,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(resigned  31st  October,  1938). 

D.  F.  MORGAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(Acting  M.O.H.from  1st  November  to  31st  December) . 

Public  Vaccinator  and  District  Medical  Officer  :  ( Part  time) 

(County  Council  Appointment) 

W.  A.  REES,  M.D.  (Eond.),  F.R.C.S. 


Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building  Inspector  : 

ERNEST  SEYMOUR,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.Sau.I. 
Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.  Joint  Board. 
Certified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 
Diploma  Institnte  of  Hygiene. 
Certificated  Engineer— Board  of  Trade. 
Sanitary  Science  Certificate,  Liverpool  University. 
Certificate  of  City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute. 


Health  Visitor : 

( County  Council  Appointment). 

MISS  O’BRYEN  HODGE. 


District  Nurse  and  Midwife  : 

( County  Council  Appointment ) . 

MISS  E.  HOLLOWELL. 
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Thk  Town 

SWANAGK, 

May,  1939. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Swanage. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitar}^  conditions  of  the  District  for  the 
Year  1938. 

This  is  the  first  Annual  Report  to  be  presented  since  the 
appointment  of  a  full  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
district  as  part  of  the  combined  appointment  of  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Swanage  Urban  District,  Wareham  Borough, 
Wareham  and  Purbeck  Rural  District,  and  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I  must  disclaim  any  responsibility  for  the  statistics  and 
matter  in  this  Report,  for,  although  I  had  the  honour  of  being 
appointed  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  succession  to 
Doctor  Kenneth  N.  Mawson,  I  did  not  take  up  duties  until  1st 
January,  1939.  The  Report,  therefore,  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  is  limited  to  essential  facts 
and  statistics  required  by  the  Minister  of  Health  and  as  set  out 
in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1728  of  5th  October,  1938. 

Dr.  Mawson,  your  first  full  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  district,  took  up  duties  on  1st  January,  and  resigned  on 
31st  October  to  take  up  another  appointment.  Dr.  D.  F.  Morgan 
was  appointed  acting  Medical  Officer  from  1st  November  until 
the  end  of  the  year. 

I  take  this  opportunit}^  of  reporting  to  the  Council  that  I 
consider  the  office  accommodation  and  clerical  assistance  provided 
for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  unsuitable  and  inadequate. 
I  suggest  that  the  question  of  providing  a  central  office,  with 
clerical  assistance,  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a  proportion 
part  of  the  cost  being  borne  by  each  Authority,  should  receive 
serious  consideration  by  the  Authorities  concerned.  I  feel  that 
this  method  of  solving  the  problem  would  make  for  more  efficient 
working  and  administration  of  the  Public  Health  Service. 

On  October  17th  Mr.  E.  Seymour  took  up  the  appointment 
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as  Sanitary  and  Building  Inspector  to  the  Urban  District  Council 
after  leaving  the  Uiverpool  City  Corporation,  Mr.  A.  J.  Williams, 
his  predecessor,  having  resigned  to  take  up  an  appointment  with 
the  Uckfield  Rural  District  Coundil. 

There  have  been  no  exceptional  epidemiological  features 
to  record  during  the  year. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  has  remained  low. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

The  Urban  District  of  Swanage  comprises  an  area  of  2760 
acres  with  a  further  31  acres  of  foreshore. 

The  Registrar  General’s  amended  enumeration  published 
in  1931  showed  the  population  to  be  6276. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 
mid- 1938,  is  5970. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according 
to  Rate  Book  is  1776. 

The  district  is  essentially  residential,  with  good  class 
houses  distributed  throughout  the  Urban  Area,  whilst  cottage 
property  and  smaller  dw^'eHings  are  situated  in  .High  Street  and 
Herston  districts. 

There  are  numerous  good  class  Hotels  and  Boarding 
Kstablishments  in  the  district,  and  also  many  excellent  Prepara¬ 
tory  Schools. 

Swanage,  being  a  seaside  resort,  has  a  large  influx  of 
visitors  during  the  Summer  season,  which  accordingly  sends  the 
population  up  to  20,000. 

The  principal  industries  in  the  Area  are,  the  quarr3dng  of 
Purbeck  stone.  Hotel  and  Boarding  House  keeping,  and  the 
Building  trades. 

There  is  very  little  unemployment  generally  in  the  district, 
and  during  the  holiday  season  difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtain¬ 
ing  suitable  labour. 


Rateable  Value. 

The  reduced  rateable  value  on  31st  December,  1938,  was 
£71,477,  and  a  penny  rate  produced  about  £280. 

Births  and  Deaths. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  births  and  deaths 
during  the  year  1938  : — 
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Live  Births. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Stillbirths 


Total  M.  F. 

64  29  35  j  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
1  1  0(  estimated  resident  pop... 

«  .  . .  (  Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live 

1  and  still)  births 


10.9 

44.1 


Deaths 


QD  40 1  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

(  estimated  resident  pop..  15.1 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar  General’s  short  list) ; — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births. 

No.  29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  Nil  Nil 

No.  30.  Other  Puerperal  causes  Nil  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  Nil 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  Nil 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  12 

„  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  — 

,,  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  — 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

Laboratory  Facititiks  :  Following  the  opening  of  the 
new  County  Laboratory,  the  County  Council  offer  free  facilities 
for  the  examination  of  all  specimens  of  Public  Health  importance. 

Since  December,  1938,  all  clinical  material,  sputum,  swabs, 
etc,,  Milk,  Foodstuffs,  and  Water  samples,  have  been  sent  to  the 
County  Laboratory  for  examination. 

No  laboratory  facilities  are  provided  within  the  district  by 
the  Council. 

Ambutance  :  Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  conveyed  to 
Poole  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  in  the  Motor  Ambulance 
owned  by  the  Poole  Town  Council. 

Prior  to  April  1st,  a  Motor  Ambulance  owned  by  the  Red 
Cross  Association  was  used  for  the  removal  of  accident  and  other 
non-infectious  cases  to  Hospital.  This  Ambulance  was  taken 
over  by  the  Council  on  April  1st,  and  is  now  housed  at  the  Fire 
Station,  King’s  Road,  under  control  of  the  Chief  Officer,  C.  A. 
Colmer,  of  the  Fire  Brigade. 
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The  Ambulance  is  available  for  removal  of  accident  and 
other  non-infectious  cases  to  Hospital  in  the  Isle  of  Purbeck. 
Removals  are  not  undertaken  for  a  greater  distance  than 
Charmouth  or  Bournemouth  except  in  exceptional  and  special 
circumstances  and  on  the  recommendation  of  a  Medical 
Practitioner. 

Nursing  in  the  Home;  The  District  Nurse,  with  the 
aid  of  an  Assistant,  undertakes  general  nursing. 

There  is  no  arrangement  for  nursing  cases  of  infectious 
diseases,  apart  from  the  transfer  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Four  State  Certificated  Midwifes  notified  their  intention 
of  practising  in  the  area  during  the  year  1938. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 


The  following  treatment  centres  and  clinics  are  held  in 
the  district : 


Name  of  Clinic 
or  Centre. 

Address. 

Times. 

Remarks. 

1.  Child 

Welfare 

Centre. 

Wesley 
Memorial  Hall 
High  Street. 

Friday, 

2  p.m. 

Provided  by  the 
County  Council. 
Doctor  attends 
1st  and  3rd 
Fridays 
per  month. 

2.  Ante-Natal 
Centre. 

ditto 

1st  and  3rd 
Wednesday 
at  10-30  a.ni. 

Provided  by  the 
County  Council. 

3.  Orthopaedic 
Sisters’ 
Clinic. 

The  Children’s 
Hospital. 

2nd  and  4th 
Thursday 
at  2  p.m. 

Provided  by  the 
County  Council. 
Intermediate 
treatment. 

4.  Refraction 
Clinic 

The  Cottage 
Hospital. 

1st  and  3rd 
Wednesday 
at  2-15  p.m. 

Provided  by  the 
County  Council. 
School  Medical 
Service 

Attendance  by 
appointment. 
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Hospitals. 

1 .  Infectious  DIvSEASES  :  The  Council  have  arranged, 
under  the  County  Council  Scheme  for  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  x\ccommodation,  made  in  1933,  for  the  reception  of 
infections  disease  patients  into  the  Alderney  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Poole. 

Little  use  has  been  made  of  the  accommodation  during 
the  year,  as  there  have  been  so  few  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Number  of  cases  admitted  from  the  area  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  1 

The  County  Council  brouglit  forward  proposals  for 
amending  the  Scheme  for  the  provision  of  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  Accommodation  and  these  proposals  are  at  present 
under  consideration. 

2.  A  Chtedrens’  Hospitae  of  approximately  30  beds, 
standing  on  the  South  side  of  Swanage  Bay,  on  the  cliffs,  is 
managed  by  theDorset  Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 

3.  A  Cottage  HOvSpitae  for  general  cases  contains  a 
male  ward  of  six  beds  and  a  female  ward  of  the  same  number, 
and  a  new  additional  ward  of  four  beds,  with  two  private  wards 
containing  one  bed  in  each. 

The  Hospital  accommodation  is  adequate  for  the  area. 

Schools. 

There  are  two  modern  Blementary  Schools,  and  one 
Secondary  School  in  the  District.  The  sanitary  conditions  and 
water  supply  are  satisfactory. 


Sanitary  and  Building  Inspector’s  Report 

for  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Swanage  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  Annual  Report 
covering  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1938,  and  in  accordance 
with  Article  27,  Sanitary  Officers  (outside  London)  Regulations, 
1935. 

In  October  Mr.  Harold  Coutts  commenced  in  the  depart- 
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ment  as  Pupil-Assistant,  and  the  help  I  have  so  far  received  from 
him  has  been  much  appreciated. 

The  various  items  of  the  Report  are  set  out  in  detail 
under  separate  headings  as  follows  : — 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 


Housing  visits  ...  ...  ...  219 

Re-Inspections  ...  ...  ...  231 

Drainage  Visits  and  Re-Inspections  ...  176 

Works  in  Progress  (including  New  Buildings)  651 
Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  258 

Meat  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  21 

Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  90 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  20 

Factories  and ‘Workshops  ...  ...  88 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Vans,  Tents  and  Sheds  ...  ...  50 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  18 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  Ill 


Total  Visits  for  the  Year  ...  2112 


Statutory  and  Informal  Notices. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  action  taken  to  secure  the 
abatement  of  nuisances  and  the  removal  of  conditions  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health. 


Notices. 

No.  Served. 

Complied 

with. 

Work  done  by  Council 
in  default. 

Informal 

101 

98 

...  Nil. 

Statutory 

7 

7 

Nil. 

108 

105 

Nil. 

Drainage. 


Drains  Examined  ...  ...  ...  66 

Drains  Smoke  Tested  ...  ...  46 

Drains  Water  Tested  ...  ...  57 

Sanitary  Certificates  Issued  ...  7 

Habitation  Certificates  Issued  ...  2 
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Public  Conveniences. 


The  Conveniences  situated  in  Shore  Road  consist  of  six 
water  closets  for  females,  four  water  closets  and  urinals  are  also 
provided  for  males,  whilst  the  Sanitar}"  accommodation  in  “  The 
Square  ”  consists  of  five  water  closets  for  females,  and  male  con¬ 
veniences  are  of  urinal  accommodation  and  two  water  closets. 

Lavator}"  bowls  are  provided  for  both  men  and  women  in 
the  Shore  Road  convenience,  and  for  women  only  in  “  The 
Square.” 


Public  Cleansing. 

Although  there  is  considerable  difficulty  in  the  Council 
obtaining  suitable  and  sufficient  covering  material,  the  Refuse 
disposal  is  by  “  controlled  tipping,”  that  is,  as  far  as  it  is  possible 
without  keeping  a  workman  permanently  on  the  tip. 

There  is  one  tip  in  use,  this  being  located  in  the  Greyseed 
district,  also  from  time  to  time  the  refuse  is  utilised  to  fill  in  a 
number  of  disused  quarry  shafts  and  to  level  up  the  areas  between 
old  quarry  dumps. 

The  average  length  of  haul  is  about  two  miles. 

With  an  increase  of  the  Summer  population  of  approxi¬ 
mately  20,000,  it  is  essential  that  there  be  adequate  facilities  for 
removal  of  Refuse ;  this  is  met  by  employing  an  additional  motor 
waggon,  and  one  horse  drawn  vehicle  for  the  removal  of  fish 
offal,  etc. 

Normally  there  are  two  collections  per  week  in  the 
district,  and  during  the  Summer  Season  there  is  a  daily  collection 
of  Refuse  from  Hotels,  Boarding  Establishments,  etc. 

A  typical  analysis  of  the  type  of  Refuse  dealt  with  is  as 
follows  : — 


Tins  -  -  • 

3.7% 

Bottles 

3.3% 

Ashes 

6.0% 

Paper 

37.0% 

Garbage 

50.0% 

Detailed  Statistics  Relating  to  Collection  and  Disposal  of 

House  and  Trade  Refuse 

within  the  Urban  District  for  Financial  Year,  1938. 


Population. . . 
Area  ... 
Number  of  Bins 


5989  (1931  Census). 
2760  acres. 

1800  approximately. 
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Weight  of  Refuse  per  annum  2340  tons. 

Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day 

approximately  1  ton. 

(Estimated  weight  per  load  of  20  cwt.) 

Staff. — Four  loaders  in  winter,  six  loaders  in  summer 
and  waggon  driver.  Work  per  day  of  8i  hours. 
Approximately  10.5  loads  containing  10  tons 


10  cwts. 

Number  of  Bins  per  load 

40. 

Bins  per  day 

420. 

Cost  per  1,000  loads  per  annum 

£666. 

Cost  per  ton  collection,  9/lOi. 

Disposal,  3/52. 

Totals  13s.  3id.,  exclusive  of  Rent  of  tip,  tools,  etc. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Approximately  96  per  cent,  of  the  houses  in  the  district 
are  on  the  water  carriage  system,  a  fact  of  which  a  semi -rural 
district  may  be  proud. 

No  conversions  were  carried  out  during  the  year  1938,  the 
reason  being  that  all  the  sanitary  accommodation  in  the  district 
is  already  on  the  water  carriage  S3"stem  where  sewers  and  water 
supply  are  available. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  incidence  of  Bed  Bugs  have  not  in  aii}’  single  instance 
been  found  in  the  Urban  Area,  and  therefore  no  special  preventa¬ 
tive  provision  is  made  at  present  with  new  tenants  taking  over 
Council  houses. 


Camping  Sites. 

Campers  of  the  more  orthodox  type  are  naturalh'  attracted 
to  a  district  possessing  holiday  amenities  and  splendid  coastal 
scenery. 

Accordingly  there  are  within  the  district  camping  sites 
which  are  regularly  utilised  b}^  visitors  who  bring  motor 
caravans  and/or  tents  during  the  season.  These  are  subject  to  a 
constant  supervision,  and  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
Local  Authorities  have  extended  powers  to  control  the  use  of 
camping  sites  and  the  issue  of  Licences  with  specified  conditions. 

Undesirable  encampments,  consisting  of  tents,  etc.,  were  set 
up  in  the  District  during  the  year,  the  occupants  living  under 
unsatisfactory^  conditions  without  water  supply^  or  sanitation. 
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However,  the  service  of  a  formal  notice  was  not  required,  the 
campers  removing  to  a  more  suitable  site  when  requested  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

There  was  no  occasion  to  serve  any  Statutory  Notices  for 
Smoke  Abatement  during  the  year.  Several  nuisances  from 
Bakehouse  Chimneys  were  abated  by  formal  notice. 

Shops  Acts. 

Whilst  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to 
ventilation,  temperature,  and  Sanitary  Conveniences  of  Shops  are 
dealt  with  by  this  department,  it  was  not  found  necessary  in  any 
of  the  six  visits  during  the  year  to  take  legal  action  under  this  Act. 

Drainage,  Sanitary  Conveniences  and  Miscellaneous  Works. 

(a)  Drainage. 

1.  Number  of  Houses  and  Premises  re-Drained  1 

2.  Repairs  and  Amendments  to  existing  Drains  11 


3.  Drains  or  Gullies  Unstopped  or  Cleansed  ...  6 

4.  Manholes  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

5.  New  Manhole  Covers  ...  ...  ...  2 

6.  Intercepting  Traps  fixed  ...  ...  3 

7.  New  Gully  Traps  fixed  ...  ...  ...  3 

8.  Soil-pipes  and  Vent  Shafts  fixed  and  repaired  9 

9.  Inspection  Chambers  provided  ...  ...  2 

10.  Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

1.  Water  Closet  accommodation  altered  ...  1 

2.  Urinal  accommodation  provided  ...  1 

3.  New  Water  Closet  pedestals  provided  ...  1 

4.  New  Flushing  Cisterns  provided  ...  1 

5.  '  Barth  Closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

6.  Sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

7.  Sink  waste  pipes  repaired,  trapped,  etc.  ...  6 

8.  W.C.  pans  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  6 

(c)  Misceeeaneous. 

1.  Eaves  Gutters  renewed  ...  ...  ...  2 

2.  Eaves  Gutters  repaired  ...  ...  3 

3.  Stack  Pipes  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

4.  Damp  Walls  remedied  ...  ...  8 

5.  Brickwork  repaired  or  re-pointed  ...  ...  3 

6.  Yards  paved  ...  ...  ...  5 
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7. 

Floors  of  rooms  relaid 

2 

8. 

Plaster  of  walls  or  ceilings  repaired 

3 

9. 

Premises  cleansed 

5 

10. 

Kitchen  Ranges  repaired  or  renewed 

6 

11. 

Dustbins  provided 

36 

12. 

Accumulations  of  Manure,  etc.,  removed 

6 

13. 

Coppers  provided  or  repaired 

6 

14. 

Bakehouses  cleansed  ... 

2 

15. 

Rooms  disinfected 

17 

16. 

Bedding,  etc.,  stoved  ... 

7 

17. 

Doors  provided  or  repaired 

2 

18. 

New  Sash  Cords  provided 

7 

19. 

Artificial  Lighting  provided 

2 

20. 

Roofs  repaired 

7 

21. 

Permanent  means  of  Ventilation  provided 

2 

22. 

Storage  Tanks  cleansed 

1 

23. 

Milk  Coolers  renewed  or  re-tinned  ... 

2 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Immediately  on  taking  over  the  appointment,  I  visited  all 
the  butchers  in  the  District  and,  where  necessary,  gave  an  outline 
of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924-35,  and  of  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Table  of  Inspections. 

The  following  figures  show  in  detail  the  quantities  of  Meat 
inspected  and  condemned  during  the  year  : — 


Bovines- 

-Bulls  - 

Nil 

Bullocks  - 

34 

Cows  - 

50 

Heifers 

60 

Calves 

131 

Total 

275 

Sheep 

- 

1024 

Pigs 

- 

552 

Total  number  of  carcases  examined 

1851 

No  attempt  is  made  at  ante-mortem  inspection." 

As  a  result  of  inspection  the  following  was  condemned,  viz.  : 

TubkrcuIvOSis.  (a)  Cows. — 1  Forequarter. 

2  Sets  of  Lungs. 

1  Head  and  Tongue 
(b)  Heifers—3  Heads  and  Tongues. 

1  Liver. 
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(c)  Bullocks — 1  Carcase  and  all  organs. 

2  Sets  of  lyiings. 

3  Heads  and  Tongues. 

(d)  Pigs — 2  Carcases  and  all  organs. 


Other  Diseases. 

Multiple  Abscesses. 


“  Distoma  Hepaticum. 

“  Cirrhosis.” 

“  Pericarditis.” 

“  Pleurisy.” 

“  Serous  Condition.” 

“  Strongylus.” 


9  Heads  and  Tongues. 

•  1  Forequarter. 

2  Bullocks  lyivers. 

1  Set  of  Lungs. 

1  Heifer’s  Liver. 

1  Pig’s  Head  and  Tongue 

1  Sheep’s  Forequarter. 

4  Cows’  Livers. 

3  Bullocks’  Livers. 

52  Sheep’s  Livers. 

2  Cows’  Livers. 

23  Pigs’  Livers. 

7  Pigs’  Hearts  aud  Lungs. 
1  Sheep’s  Forequarter. 

1  Pig’s  Liver. 

3  Sheep’s  Livers. 


Total  Weight  of  Food  Condemned  -  1918  lbs. 

(In  all  cases  Certificates  were  issued  to  the  Owners). 


During  the  year  nine  applications  were  received  for  the 
renewal  of  Slaughtermen’s  Licences,  all  of  which  were  granted 
by  the  Council. 


Since  my  appointment  attention  has  been  given  to  securing 
more  hygienic  methods  for  the  display  of  food  for  sale  for  human 
consumption.  Several  large  grocery  shops  in  the  Town  Area 
were  notified  to  keep  their  display  windows  closed  in  order  to 
protect  exposed  articles  of  food  against  possible  contamination, 
and  our  requirements  were  complied  with. 


Regular  routine  inspections  are  carried  out  at  all  food 
preparing  premises,  and  also  at  shops  retailing  fish.  A  fair 
proportion  of  the  fish,  including  molluscs,  etc.,  are  caught  in 
local  waters,  and  accordingly  are  always  in  a  fresh  and  wholesome 
condition  when  exhibited  for  sale. 

There  are  no  shell  fish  beds  or  layings  in  the  District. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  report  that  the  general  standard  of 
Cleanliness  in  respect  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  the  Urban 
Area  is  not  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 


(Consolidation)  Order,  1926.  It  is,  however,  hoped  that  a  gradual 
improvement  can  be  brought  about,  and  that  the  farmers  will 
realise  their  responsibility  in  regard  to  the  requirements  of  the 
above  order. 

90  visits  were  made  to  the  various  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and 
Milkshops  in  the  District. 

Ten  informal  Notices  were  served  during  the  year,  three 
of  which  required  structural  alterations.  Four  of  the  Notices 
were  in  respect  to  cleanliness  and  one  in  regard  to  drainage. 

Seven  of  these  have  been  complied  with,  and  the  remainder 
are  in  hand  for  early  completion. 


The  following  Licences  were  in  force  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 


Pasteurising  Establishments  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  use  the  designation 

“Pasteurised”  1 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  use  the  designation 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  3 

Licence  respecting  Establishment  for  bottling 

“  Accredited  Milk  ”  1 

Licence  in  respect  of  Shop  for  sale  of 

“  Accredited  Milk  ”  1 

Building. 

The  year  1938  has  not  been  an  outstanding  one  for 
building  development,  but  in  keeping  with  past  3^ears,  a  steady 
progress  has  been  maintained,  and  the  following  list  gives  the 
number  and  type  of  houses  completed  during  the  year  : — 

Bungalows  -  -  1 

Detatched  Houses  -  34 

Semi-detached  Houses  -  29 


64 

Excepting  6  Council  Houses  at  Wills  Road,  all  these 
houses  have  been  erected  by  private  enterprise.  The  building  of 
new  houses  in  the  District  by  private  venture  has  had  little,  if  an}^ 
effect  on  the  housing  conditions  of  the  working  classes. 


Tabular  Statement  of  Inspections. 


Description. 


No.  of 
Inspections. 


General  Inspections  in  respect  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Building  Byelaws 
and  including  foundations,  footings 
damp-proof  course  and  site  conrete 


Notices  served 
regarding  contraventions 
cf  Bye-laws. 


8 
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“  Legal  Proceedings.” 


No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  during  the  year  :  all 
contraventions  of  the  Bye-laws  being  abated  by  formal  notice. 

Particulars  of  Plans  Submitted,  1938. 


Detached  Houses  ...  ...  22 

Semi-detached  Houses  ...  16 

Flats  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Garages  ...  ...  ...  23 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

Temporary  Buildings  ...  12 

Bungalows  ...  ...  ...  4 

Business  Premises  (Alterations,  etc)  1 1 
Lay-Out  Plans  ...  ...  ...  7 

Alterations  and  Additions  ...  37 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  5 


145 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  concerned 
for  willing  help  and  co-operation,  factors  which  have  materially 
contributed  to  progress  mad*e  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Sirs,  Yours  obediently, 

(Signed)  K.  SEYMOUR,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.s.l, 

Sanitary  and  Building  Inspector. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply. 

A  constant  supply  has  been  maintained  throughout  the 
.year  on  the  whole  of  the  various  supplies. 

No  new  source  has  been  brought  into  use  during  the 

year. 

Water  going  into  supply  from  the  Corfe  Castle  and  Ulwell 
sources  has  been  sampled  weekly  for  bacteriological  examination 
since  P'ebruary  10th. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation  was 

Corfe  Castle  Supply  ...  ...  40 

Ulwell  Supply  ...  ...  ...  47 

With  regard  to  the  Corfe  Castle  supply,  which  is 
chlorinated,  the  results  of  examination  have  been  satisfactory. 
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During  the  month  of  January  one  unsatisfactory  result 
was  obtained  from  a  sample  taken  from  the  Ulwell  source  of 
supply  which  was  iinchloriuated  and  supply  from  this  source 
was  suspended.  Examination  of  further  samples  over  a  period 
of  several  months  gave  satisfactory  results.  Chlorinating  plant 
was  installed  at  the  Ulwell  works  and  the  source  brought  back 
into  supply  on  15th  July  from  which  date  it  has  been  chlorinated. 

The  Council,  acting  on  the  recommendation  contained  in 
a  report  by  the  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  decided  to  call  in 
an  expert  on  water,  Dr.  E.  V.  Suckling,  of  the  Counties  Public 
Health  Eaboratories,  London,  to  advise  on  the  LTrban  District’s 
Water  Supply. 

Dr.  Suckling  reported  on  22nd  September  and  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  Council  should  take  further  steps  to  ensure  the 
purity  and  adequacy  of  the  supply  under  all  circumstances.  A 
detailed  scheme  embodying  Dr.  Suckling’s  recommendation  has 
been  prepared  and  is  now  being  considered  by  the  Council  with  a 
view  for  approval  and  sanction  of  necessary  loan. 

The  Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  infor¬ 
mation  : — 


New  4"  Mains  Laid. 

Greyseed,  Council  Housing  site.  3,758  ft. 
South  Road  ...  ...  ...  99  ft. 


Total  New  Mains  Laid  3,857  ft. 


Corfe  Supply. 

Determination.  Parts  per  100,000. 

Free  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  0.0005 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  0.0010 

Oxygen  absorbed  at  37^c  in  15  minutes  0.0220 
,,  ,,  „  in  4  hours  0.0408 

Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Nitric  Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  ...  0.21 

Hardness,  Temporary  ...  ...  18.0 

,,  Permanent  ...  ...  2.0 

,,  Total  ...  ...  ...  20.0 

Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  3.3 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180^0  ...  ...  32.4 

Free  Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Free  Carbonic  Acid  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


Metals  (Lead,  Copper,  Zinc,  Iron)  ...  Slight  trace. 
pH  Reaction  ...  ...  7.2 

Appearance  ...  ...  Colourless  and  Clear 

Odour  ...  ...  ...  None. 
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RemarKvS  :  This  is  a  clear,  bright  water,  neutral  in  reaction 
and  free  from  any  deposit  on  standing. 

It  is  hard  in  character,  but  is  much  softened  on  boiling. 

The  foregoing  results  are  satisfactory,  and  in  my  opinion, 
chemically,  the  water  may  be  safely  used  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

No.  of  organisms  developing  on  Agar  in  24  hrs.  at  37^0  ...  2 
,,  „  ,,  ,,  3  days  at  22^c  ...  6 

Bacillus  Coli  (Presumptive  Test)  ...  Absent  in  100  c.c. 

Remarks  :  The  above  results  are  very  satisfactory,  and 
the  water,  in  its  present  state,  may  be  safely  used  for  drinking 
purposes. 

Ulwell  Supply. 


Determination. 

Free  Ammonia 

Parts  per  100,000. 

0.0005 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

•  «  • 

0.0025 

Oxygen  absorbed  at  37®C  in 

15  minutes 

0.0504 

j?  n  }> 

4  hours 

0.0688 

Nitrates 

•  •  • 

Nil. 

Nitric  Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

•  •  «  •  •  • 

0.21 

Hardness,  Temporary 

.  •  . 

17.0 

,,  Permanent 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3.0 

,,  Total... 

•  •  • 

20.0 

Chlorine 

•  •  «  •  •  • 

3.4 

Total  Solids  dried  at  ISO^c 

•  »  • 

28.0 

Free  Chlorine 

Nil. 

Free  Carbonic  Acid 

Nil. 

Metals  (Lead,  Copper,  Zinc,  Iron)  ...  Slight  trace  of  iron, 
p  H  Reaction  ...  ...  ...  7.4 

Appearance  ...  ...  Colourless  and  Clear. 

Odour  ...  ...  ...  ...  None. 

Remarks  :  The  foregoing  results  are  satisfactory. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 


No.  of  organisms  developing  on  Agar  in  24  hours  at  37^0  ..,  2 
,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  in  3  days  at  22^c  ...  7 

Bacillus  Coli  (Presumptive  Test)  ...  Absent  in  100  c.c. 

Remarks  :  The  above  results  are  very  satisfactory,  and 
the  water,  in  its  present  state,  may  be  safely  used  for  drinking 
purposes. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Apart  from  private  enterprise,  the  following  lengths  of 
drain  were  laid  on  the  Council’s  Greyseed  Housing  Estate :  — 

876  yards  of  9"  Sewer. 

135  yards  of  8"  Sewer. 

2630  yards  of  6''  Sew^er. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  was  no  occasion  to  take  action  under  the  Rivers  and 
Streams  Prevention  of  Pollution  Act  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

Swanage  is  favoured  with  the  natural  advantages  of 
excellent  sea  bathing,  there  being  little  variation  as  to  depth  and 
distance  in  respect  to  tidal  changes. 

The  bathing  area  is  particularly  free  from  steep  shelving, 
strong  currents,  rocky  bottoms,  etc.,  and  the  absence  of  sewage 
in  Swanage  Bay  considerably  enhances  this  health  giving  pastime. 

A  well  maintained,  privately  owned,  open-air  swimming 
pool  is  also  in  use  at  one  of  the  larger  Hotels.  The  safety  of  the 
bathers  from  a  bacteria -free  water  is  ensured  by  a  modern  system 
of  Purification  Plant.  This  apparatus  was  installed  by  a  w^ell- 
known  firm,  and  includes  the  operations  of  Chlorination,  Filtra¬ 
tion,  and  Aeration  of  the  water.  The  capacity  of  the  Pool  is 
23,000  gallons,  and  the  volume  of  water  circulated  and  purified 
is  at  the  rate  of  2,900  gallons  per  hour,  so  that  the  whole  of  the 
water  is  purified  once  in  eight  hours.  Under  working  conditions 
there  is  a  constant  turn  over,  several  thousand  gallons  of  fresh 
sterilised  sea  water  entering  the  bath  dail}-.  There  is  also 
provision  for  electrically  heating  the  sea  water,  so  that  a  temper¬ 
ature  of  approximate^^  70®F.  can  be  maintained. 

**  Housing.”  Slum  Clearance. 

Under  the  Council’s  Five  Year  Programme  of  Slum 
Clearance  a  continuously  progressive  policy  was  pursued  the 
whole  year. 

The  Council  declared  thirteen  Clearance  Areas  containing 
a  total  of  fifty-nine  houses.  The  situation  of  these  Clearance 


Areas  are  as  follows  : — 

Chapel  Lane  ...  ...  1 

Cowlease  ...  ...  2 

High  Street  ...  ...  4 

Manwell’s  Lane  ...  ...  2 

Priest  Road  ...  ...  2 

Queen’s  Road  ...  ...  2 
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A  Ministry  of  Health  Enquiry  relative  to  these  properties 
will  be  held  earl}’  in  the  New  Year. 


Since  the  commencement  of  the  Five  Year  Slum  Clearance 
Programme,  the  Council  have  declared  a  total  of  twenty-two 
Clearance  Areas,  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
houses.  The  Clearance  Areas  are  distributed  as  follows  : — 


No.  1. 

Taunton  Road. 

No.  2. 

Cliff  Place. 

No.  3. 

Burt’s  Lane. 

No.  4. 

Grosvenor  Rd. 

No.  5. 

High  Street 

No.  6. 

No.  7. 

No.  8. 

Church  Hill. 

No.  9. 

No.  10. 
No.  11. 
No.  12. 
No.  13. 
No.  21. 


Chapel  Lane. 
High  Street. 


No.  14  &  22.  Queen’s  Road. 
No.  15  &  16.  Manwell’s  Fane 
No.  17  &  18.  Cowlease. 

No.  19  &  20.  Priests’  Road. 


Public  Enquiries  have  been  held  in  respect  of  the  sixty- 
eight  houses,  out  of  which  forty-one  have  been  confirmed  for 
demolition  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  remaining  houses 
being  dealt  with  by  reconstruction  and  similar  undertakings. 

With  reference  to  rehousing,  it  is  proposed  to  erect  forty- 
eight  new  houses  on  the  Greyseed  Housing  site  in  order  to 
accommodate  the  families  that  will  be  displaced  from  the 
demolished  properties.  This  will  bring  the  Council  House 
Property  to  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling'*Houses  during  the  Year. 


7.  (a). 

(h). 


Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...219 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  450 


2.  ( a). 


(b). 


No.  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 
(l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and 

1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

No',  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  225 


3.  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

4.  No.  of  dwelling-  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceeding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  13 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  44 


3. 


2. 


(b). 

1. 

2. 


1. 

2. 


(d). 


1. 

2. 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  60 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

a.  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

b.  By  Local  Authorit}^  in  default  of  Owners...  — 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  60 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  :■ — 

a.  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners... 

Proceedings  i4^nder  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 
lition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  — 

No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  — 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936  (Part  IV.)  Overcrowding. 

(a).  1.  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  ot  year  ...  1 

2.  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  1 

3.  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  4 
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(b) .  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(c) .  /.  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

2.  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  21 

id).  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


5.  New  Houses. 

Total  number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  1938  6 

No.  erected  during  1938  with  State  Assistance  : — 


1.  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  6 

2.  By  other  Bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  Nil 

No.  of  Houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  123 

Approximate  No.  of  working  class  houses  in 
District  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,000 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


Milk  Supply. 

Nearly  every  farmer  in  the  District  is  primarily  engaged 
in  Milk  production,  and  in  consequence  Bulk  qualities  are  sent 
out  of  the  District  every  day,  principally  to  United  Dairies,  Corfe 
Castle  ;  the  remaining  supplies  being  either  directly  retailed  by 
the  farmers  or  sold  to  the  local  dairies  to  be  “  pasteurised.” 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  came  into 
force  on  the  1st  June,  1936.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  Order 
the  following  designations  are  prescribed  : — “  Tuberculin  Tested,” 
“  Accredited,”  and  “  Pasteurised.” 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  milk  is  from  cows  that  have  passed 
a  veterinary  examination  and  a  tuberculin  test,  and  such  milk  may 
be  bottled  on  a  farm  or  elsewhere.  The  milk  must  satisfy  a 
prescribed  methylene  blue  reduction  test  for  cleanliness.  At  all 
dates  it  must  contain  no  coliform  bacillus  in  1/ 100th  of  a 
millilitre. 

“  Accredited  Milk  is  raw  milk  from  cows  which  have 
passed  a  veterinary  examination  and  may  be  bottled  on  the  farm 
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or  elsewhere.  Such  milk  must  satisfy  the  same  bacteriological 
tests  as  raw  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

“  Pasteurised  ”  Milk  is  milk  which  has  been  retained  at  a 
temperature  of  145^F.  to  ISO^F.  for  at  least  30  minutes  and  then 
immediately  cooled  to  a  temperature  of  not  more  than  SS^F. 
Further  conditions  are  imposed  with  regard  to  thermometers  and 
temperature  records.  On  testing  after  Pasteurisation,  the  milk 
must  not  contain  more  than  100,000  bacteria  per  millilitre. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  regrettable  to  report  that  out  of  all  the 
thirteen  Milk  Producers  in  the  Urban  Area,  not  one  out  of  this 
number  is  reigistered  for  the  production  of  either  “  Tuberculin 
Tested  ”  or  “  Accredited  ”  milk. 

There  are  two  Pasteurising  Plants  established  in  the 
District,  both  producing  Pasteurised  Milk  under  licence  from  the 
Swauage  Urban  District  Council. 

During  the  year  nine  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to 
the  Southern  Counties  Laboratories  for  the  “  Phosphates  ”  Test. 
This  test  proves  if  the  milk  has  been  properly  Pasteurised  in 
accordance  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 
One  of  the  samples  taken  from  a  local  dairy  was  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  A  warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  manager,  and 
we  are  now  satisfied  that  he  is  doing  all  in  his  power  to  prevent 
a  reoccurrence.  Milk  is  retailed  in  the  District  b\’  seven  local 
producers  and  two  outside  producers. 

I  would  point  out  that  the  Council  has  important  powers 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act, 
1915,  and  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  and  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  relative  to 

(1) .  Registration  of  'all  Milk  Producers  and  Retail 

Purveyors. 

(2) .  The  reconditioning  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

(3) .  The  sampling  of  Milk  and  Testing  for  Tuberculosis. 

(4) .  Clean  Milk  Production. 

It  is  hoped  that  an  increasing  activity  will  be  brought 
about  in  respect  to  the  above  powers,  including  sampling  of  milk 
for  Tuberculosis. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  carcases  and 
parts  affected  with  Tuberculosis  in  comparison  with  other 
diseases  : — 
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CarcasKvS  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

hambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ... 

94 

50 

131 

1024 

552 

Number  Inspected 

94 

50 

131 

1024 

552 

All  Diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

7 

6 

— 

57 

32 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

7.4% 

12% 

5% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

____ 

*— 

■■■  . 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

9 

4 

— 

— 

10 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

9.4% 

6% 

— 

— 

2.1% 

There  are  three  slaughter  houses  in  the  District ;  two  are 
of  modern  construction,  with  good  lairage  accommodation 
attached,  good  approaches,  and  well  kept.  The  other  is  an  older 
building,  not  so  well  situated  but  well  provided  with  modern 
facilities  and  satisfactorily  maintained. 

The  amount  of  occasional  slaughtering  carrred  out  on  farm 
premises  is  not  extensive,  notice  of  slaughter  being  received  as 
occasion  arises.  All  meat  dressed  in  the  District  is  for  local 
consumption.  The  quality  of  the  meat  is  consistently  high,  being 
mainl}^  ^vell  finished  heifers  suitable  for  a  good  residential  trade. 

There  is  no  scheme  of  meat  marketing  in  force  in  the 
District  under  Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 

1924. 
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The  food  shops,  travelling  vans  and  lorries  are  subject  to 
periodical  inspection. 

Adulteration  of  Food,  etc. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Aduuteration)  Act,  1928. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  samples  taken  under  the  above 
Act  in  the  Swaiiage  Urban  Area  during  the  year  ending  December, 
1938 


Description  of  Sample. 

No,  of 
Samples 
obtained 

Hot 

Genuine 

Bread  and  Butter  ... 

1 

Nil. 

Butter 

2 

Nil. 

Lard 

1 

Nil. 

Chocolate  Biscuits 

1 

Nil. 

Chocolate  Roll 

1 

Nil. 

Honey 

1 

Nil. 

Nutmeg  (Ground)  ... 

1 

Nil. 

Parsley  (Dried) 

1 

Nil. 

Raisin  (Wine) 

1 

Nil. 

Steak  (Minced) 

1 

Nil. 

Vinegar  (Malt) 

1 

Nil, 

Milk 

14 

Nil. 

Totals 

26 

Nil. 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  samples  adversely  reported  upon  : — 

Nil. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

There  are  no  laboratory  facilities  in  the  Area.  Samples  of 
food  are  sent  to  the  County  Uaboratory  for  Bacteriological 
Examination  when  necessar^c 

No  samples  of  food  were  submitted  for  Bacteriological  or 
Chemical  Examination  by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year. 

Nutrition. 

No  Lectures  have  been  given  and  no  Films  have  been 
shown  on  Nutrition  or  other  health  subjects  in  the  Area  during 
the  year 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases, 

The  prevalence  of  notifiable  Infectious  Disease  was 
negligible. 
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The  Council  supply  Diphtheria  antitoxin  free  of  charge  to 
the  poorer  inhabitants  of  the  District.  The  Antitoxin  can  be 
obtained  immediately  from  the  Chemists  and  Practitioners  when 
required. 

Number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  last  15 
years  : — 

1924  1925  1926  1927  1928  1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937  1938 

001028025000101 

There  have  been  very  few  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the 
Swanage  area  for  a  number  of  years,  and  the  few  cases  that  have 
occurred  have  been  of  mild  type.  It  is  safe  to  assume  that  there 
is  very  little  immunity  to  Diphtheria  in  the  child  population. 
Probably  80%,  or  more,  of  the  children  under  10  years  are 
unprotected.  A  scheme  for  immunising  children  against 
Diphtheria  is  being  considered,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be 
working  during  the  coming  year. 

No  cases,  of  Whooping  Cough  or  Measles  have  been 
removed  to  Hospital  during  the  year. 

Disinfection. 

A  “  Threshes  ”  Steam  Disinfector  is  situated  at  the 
Council’s  Depot  in  King’s  Road. 

B}”  means  of  this  plant  Disinfections  of  bedding,  clothes, 
etc,,  are  carried  out,  and  during  the  year  1938  it  was  found 
necessary  to  disinfect  after  12  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Where  patients  are  isolated  at  home,  rooms  are  disinfected 
with  Formaldehyde  and  other  approved  disinfectants. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  1938  infectious  disease  notifications  were 
received  as  follows  : — 


Disease. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Age  Groups. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

SZ. 

(5-10) 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

(2-3) 

1 

Pneumonia 

6 

'1 

12 

(1-2) 
(20-35) 
(35-45) 
(45-65) 
(65  and 
over) 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

(  1 
u 

(45-65) 
(65  and 
over) 

— 
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Tuberculosis.  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  172. 

No  action  was  required  to  be  taken  during  the  year 
relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  regulations  during  the 

year. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths 
during  1938  are  as  follows  : — 


NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Age  Periods, 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F, 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  . 

1  . 

5  . 

10  . 

15  . 

20  . 

25  . 

35  . 

45 

55  . 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

• - 

In  all  cases  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  the  disease  had 
been  notified  before  death. 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  District  is  efficient, 
and  no  action  has  been  taken  for  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to 
notify. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of  or  mortality 
from  Tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  District. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Local  Authorit}*  under 
Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness,  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  disease 
of  or  injury  to  the  e3’es. 
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Total  Deaths. 


M,  F, 


1. 

All  Causes 

Typhoid  Fever 

50 

40 

2. 

Measles 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

6. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

7. 

Encephalitis  Eethargica 

— 

— 

8. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

— - 

— 

9. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ...  ... 

1 

1 

10. 

Other  Tuberculosis 

— 

— • 

11. 

Syphilis  ... 

— 

— 

12. 

General  Paralysis  of  Insane,  Tabes  Dorsalis,  etc. 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer 

5 

7 

14. 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

15. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

3 

16. 

Heart  Disease 

15 

15 

17. 

Aneurysm 

— 

— 

18. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

6 

3 

19. 

Bronchitis 

2 

— 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

— 

2 

21. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

2 

— 

23. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

24. 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

25. 

Cirrhosis 

— 

— 

26. 

Other  Liver  Diseases 

1 

— 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

1 

28. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

— 

2 

29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc. 

— 

— 

32. 

Senility 

— 

— 

33. 

Suicide 

1 

1 

34. 

Othei  Violence 

1 

— 

35. 

Other  defined  causes 

10 

4 

36. 

Ill  defined  causes 

— 

— 

37, 

Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over) 

— 
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Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality,  during  the  Year  1938. 
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Rainfall  and  Sunshine,  1938 


Month. 

Rainfall 
in  Inches. 

No.  of  days 
on  which 
rain  fell 

Heaviest  fall 
in 

24  hours. 

Hours 

of 

Sunshine. 

Jautiar}^ 

3.86 

24 

0.52 

50.6 

February 

- 

0.79 

12 

0.17 

72.2 

March  - 

- 

0.39 

7 

0.30 

179.9 

April 

- 

Trace 

2 

Trace 

214.2 

May 

- 

1.24 

18 

0.28 

183.4 

June 

- 

0.36 

9 

0.25 

238.2 

July  ■ 

- 

1.67 

16 

0.36 

167.0 

August 

- 

2.84 

13 

1.16 

202.5 

September 

- 

1.54 

16 

0.28 

158.7 

October 

- 

4.11 

22 

0.68 

125.1 

November 

- 

5.34 

27 

0.92 

44.2 

December 

- 

3.34 

27 

0.62 

44.9 

Totai,  - 

- 

25.48 

193 

1680.9 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1938 

for  the  Urban  District  of  Swanage  in  the  County  of  Dorset 
on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  and  the  Factories 
Act,  1937  (which  superseded  the  Act  of  1901  on  1st  Jul3%  1938). 

1. — Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices, 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

51 

5 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power 

29 

2 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building  and 
engineering  construction  but  not 
including  outworkers’  premises) 

8 

1 

Total 

88 

8 

— 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
defects  in 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred  to 
H.M. 

Inspector. 

(4) 

respect  of 
which  Prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted, 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1) 
Overcrowding  '(S.  2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3)  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7)  : 
Insufficient  ... 

2 

2 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  ... 

(Not  to  include  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order, 
1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the  Third 
Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act,  1937). 

4 

4 

Total 

8 

8 

— 

— 

I  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EDMOND  J.  O’KEEFFE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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